
what's happening at the bridge 


497 Olde Waterford Way, Ste 205 
Leland, NC 28451 910-769-4951 

thebridgepres@gmail.com 
Thebridgepres.org 


Our mission at the bridge Presbyterian Church is to 

help people 

Connect with God’s people in your life 
Connect with God’s purpose in your life 
Connect with God’s passion for your life 
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10:00 am - Sunday Services via FB live and Zoom 

Mother’s Day 

10:00 am - Sunday Services via FB live and Zoom 
10:00 am - Sunday Services via FB live and Zoom 

Memorial Day - - Office Closed 


Facebook Live and Zoom Weekly 

THIS WEEK — FB LIVE and ZOOM - THURSDAY. May 7th at 12:30 pm 

Sunday 10:00 am —Worship -FB Live and Zoom ( zoom at 9:30) 










The bridge Core Habits 

What does a disciple of Jesus Christ look like at the bridge? Our core habits answer that question. Our core 

habits are: 

Pray daily - Worship together weekly - Welcome & Include everyone - Belong to a small group - 

Give generously - Cherish children - 
Forgive & reconcile continually - Serve our community 


Date: May 10, 2020 
Title: Assumption Reversal 
Text: Acts 17: 1 - 28a; Matthew 25: 33 - 40 

Questions: 

• Since late February the Coronavirus has been turning the world upside down. How do you see the 

risen Jesus turning the world right side up? Share specific examples. 

• Read Acts 17: 1 - 15 : In Acts 17:6, Paul, Silas and Timothy are accused of this: “These people 
who have been turning the world upside down have come here also.” 

* How did those missionaries turn the world upside in verses 1-9? 

* What message was ‘turning the world upside down? 

* Why was it being resisted? 

• Continue reading verses 10-15 . 

* What evidence is there to conclude that the Holy Spirit was leading these men? 

* What personal qualities in these individuals stands out to you? 

• Read Acts 17: 16-28 : (In the questions that follow, I’m asking you to be prayerfully creative. I 
hope you will discuss and meditate on these questions.) 

* Where to whom did Paul go once in Athens? Where and to whom is the Lord calling you 

to go during these unsettling times? 

* What did Paul say? What is the Lord calling you to say/proclaim during these unsettling 

times? What is your message to the world around you? 

* How did Paul engage the people of Athens? How is the Lord calling you to engage others 

with the good news of Jesus during these unsettling times? 

• Read Matthew 25: 31 - 46:(Knowing that it is the Lord who is at work and we, who follow and join 
in Jesus work in the world, respond to these questions) 

* Where do you see Jesus already at work in your church; your neighborhood; your com¬ 

munity? How can you join Jesus in his work to save, heal and redeem? 

* What about this passage do you find most inspiring? Where do you hear the Lord speak¬ 

ing to you? 

* What is most confusing or challenging about this passage? 

• Many of you have (rightfully) expressed frustration with so much focus on the virus during worship. 
It’s time to shift that focus. Prayerfully respond to this statement: “I’m increasingly convinced that 
part of the work we are called to do in the midst of this plague, is to point people to the saving, re¬ 
newing work of Jesus. Stated differently, it’s time we claim our calling to shift the focus away from 
how the virus is turning the world upside down and toward how Jesus is turning the world right 
side up. ” 












bridge "Notes" from Patty 


Many musicians are writing and releasing songs about home schooling and the comedy and 
drama of being home with family right now. Are you a Matthew West fan? I like 
his "Quarantine Life" song he just released in April. His birthday was the 25th by the 
way. Even if you don't have a house full of people, you'll enjoy his humorous song about 
quarantine life. I hope it makes you smile. I look forward to seeing you on Facebook and 
Zoom Sunday. Be blessed. 

https://voutu.be/pyuaDo1 eLEI 


Worship at the bridge 


Going to virtual services at the bridge has not been a smooth transition, as you probably can tell, 
and we thank you for your patience. Since the start of Live Broadcasts, we have tried to use the 
equipment we have available to broadcast these services and each Sunday we have had to deal 
with another glitch. Doug and Patty, along with the newly formed AV Team, have been working 
daily on improving how we can worship God as we move into this new era. 


On Monday morning the Session met and authorized ProAV Services to evaluate our technology 
needs, install the necessary upgraded components, and then train our team to proceed with this 
new equipment. It is the belief of the Session that this upgraded technology will be a long term 
need for the church as we go forward into this Covid 19 distancing. The AV Team under the 
leadership of Patty Lyerly is made up of Lisa Myers and Dave Bohn, and after meeting with 
ProAv, they are convinced this is the best solution for our long-term needs. 


We have asked for speed in achieving this goal of improved Sunday services, but know that the 
components we need are not easily available, because every church is trying to do the same 
thing and the availability is limited. We know many of you are very frustrated and discouraged, 
but please know you can't be more discouraged than those who spend so much time preparing 
to bring you the word of God to run into a challenge each Sunday. 


Thanks to the Session, the AV Team, Patty and Doug for their passion and direction in setting us 
on this new course. And thanks be to you and our God for staying with us as we walked this 
curvy road. 


Cathy Boettcher 
Worship Elder 











Pray Daily 


Prayers for: 

• Chris Vernon, pastor of Crosswinds, having a surgical procedure this week; prayers for 
Chris, the staff, and his congregation. 

• Vicky Martenis, recovering from recent cancer surgery; prayers for Vicky and her hus¬ 
band Bob as they face this serious health challenge (friend of Cathy Boettcher). 

• Richard Cantin, upcoming radiation treatments on his salivary glands; prayers for Rich¬ 
ard and Marie as they continue to deal with his ongoing health issues. 

• Charlie Smith, recovering from surgery to implant a pacemaker on 4/28/20. 

• Peter Barrett, recovery from surgical procedure on 05/05/20; prayers for a favorable 
biopsy outcome. 

• Mendel Hawkins, Sharon Cushing’s father, surgical procedure on 5/6/20; prayers for a 
favorable outcome. 



Sympathy: 

• Family and friends of Linda Rheel, in her death from COVID-19 (friend of Cathy 
Boettcher’s). 

• Husband and friends of Linda Vandeakker-Landrum, in her death from COVID-19 
(former co-worker of Mary Ellen Cole). 

• Peter, housemate of Charlie Riddle, in the death of his father, Gilbert Morriale. 


Joys: 

• Elliott, Police Office in Newton, NC and son of Jane Jones, tested negative for COVID- 
19 after becoming ill with virus-type symptoms. 


Note: Names in parentheses indicate those who made the prayer request. 






Making a Prayer Request at the bridge 




The Prayer and Care Ministry Team at the bridge welcomes and encourages your prayer requests 
for healing, sympathy, and celebration. We recently streamlined our prayer request process to en¬ 
sure we and our congregation are praying for and celebrating with you. 


To make a prayer request: 

Contact the church by email at thebridqepres@qmail.com or by phone at 910-769-4951. You may 
also email or call Marilyn Vernon at marilvn.vernon2@qmail.com (301) 908-8704) or Ethel Adams 
at qirls4slinq@qmail.com (910) 383-3451. 


Information we need: 

When making a request, identify the name of the person for whom you are 
requesting prayers (first name only is fine) and the specific reason or nature 
of the prayer request. Be sure to include your name. We will use your wording 
to describe the request in Currents, unless you prefer that it not be included 
there. 

Prayer request list and Currents timeframe: 

Once you make a request, it will be forwarded to the Prayer and Care ministry 
team and added to the bridge Prayer List. The request will be included on 
both the bridge prayer list and in Currents for two weeks. If you wish to ex¬ 
tend your prayer request beyond that time for an additional two weeks, simply 
notify the church or contact Marilyn Vernon or Ethel Adams. 

Have a question? Contact anyone on the Prayer and Care Ministry Team: Ethel Adams, Susan 
Stanewick, Clyde Queen, Arleen Godshall, Mary Ellen Cole, Bettye Donovan, Cathy Purves, and 

Marilyn Vernon, Team Elder. 



Let us give a shout out to our 2020 graduates! We know this has been an unusual 
year for all of us, but for especially so for our 2020 graduates and their families! 

Please let us know who in your extended family deserves recognition this year for 
reaching an educational milestone! Call or email the church with the name of your 
graduate, their school or university, and the degree or achievement. 









NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER May 7th 

In solidarity with our neighbors around the world the N.C. Council of Churches invites us 
to ring out our prayers at noon on Thursday May 7, National Day of Prayer, 2020. 

Since the bridge does not have a bell tower, your session asks that we all use what we 
have at our homes to "MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE" to the Lord as one body in praise and 
prayer to our God. 12:00 noon. Ring a bell, bang a pan, honk a horn, shout a 
loud AMEN 

Let's go a step farther and tell all of our friends and neighbors. Let our communities 
hear us as we lift up our prayers. There has never been a time in our lifetime when this 
is more needed. MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!!! 




During this time, it is important to stay connected to each other and to God. Because we are unable 
to connect in person, the Children and Families Ministry team will do our best to keep up our 
"normal" Sunday morning routine of having a "lesson" with activities and crafts that go along with 
Dr. Doug's sermons. Families, please check your email for activities, lesson ideas, and other re¬ 
sources from Elizabeth Murray. Please email Elizabeth at efmurrav1975@qmail.com if you are not 
getting the resources and would like to. 


It takes a big 

heart 

to help shape 

little 
mil ds. 


A special THANK YOU to all 
who volunteer to work with our 
children and youth. 

We Appreciate You! 









This weeks offering is $ 4,225.00 

A you continue to give generously during this time, you can mail you pledges to 497 Olde 
Waterford Way, Suite 205, Leland, NC 28451 or set up direct payment where your bank 
will mail a check. It is very easy to set up and if you have any questions or need help, one of 
the generosity team members will be glad to talk to you. Just let Wanda know. 


From your Generosity Elder: Bill Harwell 


Part of the Federal Government’s effort to soften the impact of the economic slow¬ 
down caused by the Coronavirus is known as the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP). This is a program administered by the Small Business Administration (SBA) 
and, as the name implies, aimed at small business. The loan, according to the 
guidelines, will turn into a grant if at least 75% of the loan is used to pay the em¬ 
ployees and keep them on the job. Additionally, facility rent, and operating costs 
could be applied for as well. 

With guidance from the Presbytery, we applied for the loan and were granted 
$24,600 by SBA. The Church’s payroll over the 2.5 month specified exceeds that 
75% threshold so we should be able to qualify to have the loan forgiven. It is the 
Generosity Team’s intention that none of the funds be spent until such time that the 
SBA declares the loan to be a grant to the Bridge. I want to thank the members of 
the Generosity Team for all their help and guidance. It is during the storm that eve¬ 
ryone is grateful to the crew of the ship to see them through the raging sea. To the 
Generosity team, Harry Adams, Paul Ruprecht, Charlie Riddle and Gary Westphal 
and all the members of the Session I want to thank you for your steady hand. 

As we all know, the past few weeks have been particularly trying times for us as we 
have not been able to meet for Sunday worship, small groups or other ministry en¬ 
deavors so by necessity we are gathering virtually by Face Book and ZOOM. Let 
me take this opportunity to thank the Worship team lead by Cathy Boettcher, the 
audio visual team lead by Patty Lyerly, Wanda Batten and all who have given of 
their time to keep us together in the Body of Christ during these unprecedented 
times. I am thankful that God has placed these individuals at the Bridge. A special 
thanks should go out to our Pastor, Doug Cushing for his untiring leadership. 

Finally you should know that the Session decided, even before the establishment 
of PPP, to do whatever necessary to keep our wonderful staff together so that the 
Bridge could continue to be the beacon that keeps us focused on the wonderful 
love that God pours out on us every day. Thanks be to God! 





UPRECO - the Sheppard and Lapslev Presbyterian University of the Congo 


Our featured Sustainable Mission Partner for May is UPRECO, the Sheppard and Lapsley 
Presbyterian University of the Congo. Their mission is to educate leaders for the Congolese 
Church and nation as pastors, educators, lawyers, computer technicians, and agronomists, 
in a Christian environment. Just $300 provides one year of college. Our goal is to support 
women students and faculty with financial resources to nurture the well-being and rights of 
women in the Congo. If you feel called to make a donation to this global mission, please 
make your check out to the bridge Presbyterian Church, with UPRECO on the memo line, 
and send to497 Olde Waterford Way, Ste. 205, Leland , NC 28451. 



BRUNSWICK FAMILY 
ASSISTANCE 



Looking for something useful and productive to do as the country begins to reopen from the virus 
lockdown? BFA has announced a volunteer opportunity to assist the homebound elderly, the 
medically disabled, and those without a means of transportation. 

Neighbor to Neighbor is a non-profit which provides free transportation to doctor’s offices, the 
grocery store, the beauty parlor, etc. It matches volunteer drivers with the homebound to help 
them get assistance in the form of food supplies and medicine, as well as basic transportation con¬ 
cerns. 

Neighbor to Neighbor needs volunteers to assist with these services. There is an easy process to 
sign up and be vetted as a volunteer. There is a short application online at RideN2N.org/Covid- 


19 . 


Print it out, fill in the information, then shoot a photo of it with a cell phone. Send the application to 
BFA by text or email. There will be a background check background check and a short orienta¬ 
tion. Software will match the volunteer with a client based on the volunteer’s availability (which is 
very flexible...based on their schedule), proximity to the homebound individual, and the need.. 

For more information visit the website at RideN2N.orc or call Charles Jackson at 910-393-7643 or 
910-279-0003. 


As soon as Brunswick Family Assistance resumes normal operations or volunteer opportunities 
arise, volunteers will be notified by email. 








Resetting Office Hours for The bridge Staff 


On Friday, March 13 th , the Session decided to close the bridge offices indefinitely. Since that momentous 
day, our dedicated and talented church staff have been working tirelessly to help guide the bridge through 
these uncertain times. I (Doug) have first-hand knowledge of how many hours Wanda and Patty have put 
in these past 7 weeks. Let us give thanks to God for their faithfulness to God’s mission at the bridge. 

As we move from crisis-management mode, the staff is adapting to a new rhythm and new way of doing 
ministry. There ‘new-normal’ office hours are as follows: 

Patty Lyerly 

Sunday: 8:00-11:00 
Mon-Thurs: 9:00-1:00 

Wanda Batten: 

Sunday: 9:15-11:15am 
Mon-Thurs: 9:00-2:00pm 
Friday: 9:00- 12:00pm 

Both Wanda and Patty will have flexibility in their weekly rhythm to be part of meetings and zoom gather¬ 
ings as needed. I know you will join me in helping Wanda and Patty re-discover the healthy balance be¬ 
tween work and free time and the importance of taking two days off every week. 

Speaking of off days, I (Doug) will be making every attempt at taking Friday and Saturday as my off days. 
The best times to get a hold of me are between 8:00 am and 6:30 pm Sunday through Thursday - alt¬ 
hough I tend to get a tied up around 10 am on Sunday. 

Patty and Wanda join me in saying thank you for your prayerful support of us these past seven weeks. 
The cards, emails, phone calls and prayers have sustained us while we have been operating in crisis¬ 
mode. It is our privilege and joy serving the Lord and the bridge. As always, I remain, 

Faithfully Your Pastor, 

Doug 


Celebrating Birthdays at the bridge - May 


Karen Santone 
Dana Erbe 


8 

11 

11 

17 

19 

20 
21 
24 
24 
27 
29 



Clyde Queen 
Lydia Stevens 


Greer Broadwater 


Kerrin Polaski 
Don Ullum 


Page Humphreys 


Marilyn Vernon 
Ethel Adams 
Patricia Shaffar 





